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WAKANDA FOREVER? 
HOW ABOUT...RIGHT NOW! 

 







The 2042 Council: 
 

Diamond Stylz, Executive Director of Black Trans Women’s Inc.; Desmond Patton, Professor, University of Pennsylvania; Cara Reedy, Founder of the National Association
of Disabled Journalists; Dr. Uché Blackstock, MSNBC Contributor and Health Equity Specialist; Farai Chideya, Journalist, Host of Our Body Politic; Nsé Ufot, CEO of the
New Georgia Project; Fabian Rogers, Environmentalist; Tranae' Moran, Data Rights Activist; Jessica Ann Mitchell Aiwuyor, Reparationist; Aerica Shimizu Banks,
Technologist; Ryan Ken, Emmy Winning Comedy Writer; Kamal Sinclair, Futurist; Robin Rue Simmons, Reparationist; Sabrina Hersi Issa, Human Rights Technologist;
Elijah McKinnon, Artist; Keli Young, Abolitionist; Aisha Shillingford, Co-Founder of Intelligent Mischief; Chelsea Fuller, Communications Strategist; Kristen Marston, Chief
Impact Officer, The League

To do this, we spoke to 19 wonderful
Black thought leaders and experts
from across sectors who believe in
better Black futures. We asked them
what we need to do to make the year
2042 – 20 years from now – the year
in which Black people can truly and
fully live and thrive in Wakanda. 





https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/04/14/1022676/robert-williams-facial-recognition-lawsuit-aclu-detroit-police/


In 2020, amidst the backdrop of
the country’s “reckoning” on
racism, corporations pledged
$50 billion to address these
challenges and none of it
manifested into anything
meaningful. 

If we can actually turn rhetoric
into reality, we could spend the
next 20 years investing in and
building a real Wakanda
instead of promoting empty
promises. 





1. REST – TAKE A NAP,Y’ALL

 















“From Hurricane Katrina in the U.S. to the lack of vulnerability and lack of infrastructure in several African countries, thinking about how
Puerto Rico and other places in the Caribbean are getting beat up like – what were once in a century or decade – happen a couple times a year.
We’re already suffering from weak infrastructure because of the underinvestment in Black-led governments, and Mother Nature doesn’t give

a s–t about that.” - Nsé Ufot







 



 
 

Black lives have actually always mattered. We care about how technology impacts our
lives despite what others may think. We are tired of always having to march in the streets
for justice and for real action. It’s time that we have a real seat at the table and share in the

wealth and prosperity. We hold the keys to our own futures and no one has a future
without us. We must understand that technology is just a tool, and we have more agency

than we think. We can make technology, data and AI work FOR us. 
 

So when we build Wakanda – trust us, it’s happening – we never have to leave. 
 



 
 



Desmond Upton Patton (he/him), Brian and Randi Schwartz University Professor, University of
Pennsylvania. He studies the impact social media has on well-being, mental health, trauma,
violence and grief for youth and adults of color. He leverages social work thinking, data science,
qualitative methods and community partnerships to develop strategies to support digital grief
and trauma and reduce on and offline gun-related violence. 

Sabrina Hersi Issa (she/her) is a human rights technologist committed to leveraging innovation as
a tool to build power and unlock opportunity and dignity for all. She does this through her work in
technology, media and investments. She is Managing Partner of Future Well, the Chief Executive
Officer of Be Bold Media, a global strategy and innovation agency, and a Race and Technology
Fellow at Stanford University’s Digital Civil Society Lab. 

Dr. Uché Blackstock (she/her) is the Founder of Advancing Health Equity, an emergency physician
and former associate professor of emergency medicine at the New York University School of
Medicine. She is also a forthcoming author and MSNBC medical contributor. 



Nsé Ufot (she/her) an activist, community organizer, and the Chief Executive Officer of the New
Georgia Project, a voter support and legal action nonprofit organization she started with Stacey
Abrams in 2013. 

Diamond Stylz (she/her) is the Executive Director of Black Trans Women Inc, a national non-
profit led by Black trans women focused on social advocacy, positive visibility and building
strong leadership among Black trans advocates, activists and allies 

Chelsea Fuller (she/her) is a strategic communications and media strategist with more than a
decade of experience supporting movements for radical change. Previously, she held the
position of Vice President of Communications at TIME'S UP and was the Deputy Director of
Communications at Blackbird. She is also known for her work inside of The Movement for Black
Lives. 

Aisha Shillingford (she/her) is an artist and social movement strategist. She works across
artistic disciplines and across movement sectors to unleash Black imagination to shape the
future. 



Aerica Banks (she/her) was one of the Pinterest whistleblowers who left the company in
December 2020. She went on to found Shiso, where she applies an intersectional equity lens to
business development, tech and policy challenges. She creates systems and frameworks to
elevate and restore equity in our institutions. 

Fabian Rogers (he/him) is a community advocate from Ocean Hill-Brownsville, Brooklyn. He has
been on the frontlines with his neighbors, successfully resisting the use of facial recognition
technology in their apartment complexes. Since his community’s win, he has continued building
awareness around facial recognition and the collection of biometric data in residential
communities, and civil, legal and tech organizations. 

Tranae' Moran (she/her) is a community outreach specialist in the NYC Mayor’s Public
Engagement Unit. She is the Founder of the Ocean Hill-Brownsville Alliance, pushing the narrative
that privacy is a right to everyone, and Amalgamation Inc. Studios, providing transitional space for
artists of many disciplines to flow using an array of mediums.



Kamal Sinclair (she/her) supports artists, institutions and communities working at the convergence of
art, media, culture and technology. Currently, she serves as the Senior Director of Digital Innovation
at The Music Center in Los Angeles. Additionally, she serves as an advisor or board member to
Peabody Awards Interactive Board, For Freedoms, NEW INC.’s ONX Studio, Civic Signals, MIT’s Center
for Advanced Virtuality, Juvenile Bipolar Research Foundation and Eyebeam.

Ryan Ken (they/them) is an actor and writer who uses an unconventional comedic perspective to
comment on social issues, film, television, politics, race and pop culture. Their popular satirical
parodies of Netflix’s The Crown, Malcolm & Marie and Bridgerton have garnered millions of views on

social media and international media attention. Ken is celebrated for their incisive cultural criticism as
well as their broad range as an actor having portrayed figures like Barack Obama, Hugh Grant and
Queen Elizabeth II. Their growing social media following already includes celebrated directors Barry
Jenkins and Ava DuVernay, and noted cultural critics and writers like Roxane Gay and Tressie
McMillan Cottom. Ken’s comedy does not shy from controversy or directness, but they skillfully avoid
the pitfalls of punching down and recycling tired tropes to produce something fresh. Entertainment
reporter Ashley Spencer describes Ken as “the future of comedy.” Ken joined Last Week Tonight with

John Oliver as a staff writer in February 2022.



Robin Rue Simmons (she/her) is the Founder and Executive Director of FirstRepair, a not-for-
profit organization that informs local reparations, nationally. She serves as the chairperson of the
City of Evanston’s Reparations Committee. Rue Simmons is the former 5th Ward Alderman for the
City of Evanston, IL, where she led, in collaboration with others, the passage of the nation’s first
municipally funded reparations legislation for Black residents, which began disbursements in
January 2022.

Elijah McKinnon (he/they) is a marketing maven, cultural producer and artist. In addition to
serving as the Founder and Director of People Who Care – an independent consultancy that works
exclusively with Chicago-based nonprofits and grassroots initiatives – they also are actively
involved in Chicago’s queer, creative and philanthropic communities.

Cara Reedy (she/her) is a journalist and producer who spent ten years of her career at CNN
producing documentaries as well as writing for various verticals including Eatocracy and CNN
Business. In 2019, she produced her most recent short doc for The Guardian titled Dwarfism and

Me, which was an exploration into the treatment of Dwarfs in American society. 



Jessica Ann Mitchell Aiwuyor (she/her) is a reparationist and multicultural communications
specialist based in the Washington, DC area. Aiwuyor is the Founder of the National Black Cultural
Information Trust, Inc. NBCI Trust shares cultural information, stories and resources that uplift
the collective freedom of Black communities, while correcting cultural misinformation.

Keli Young (she/her) is a civil rights campaign coordinator at VOCAL-NY, a grassroots membership
organization working to create healthy and just communities by building power among people
affected by HIV, drug use, mass incarceration and homelessness. 

Farai Chideya (she/her) is a novelist, multimedia journalist and radio host. She produced and
hosted Pop and Politics with Farai Chideya, a series of radio specials on politics for 15 years. She is
the creator and host of the podcast Our Body Politic, which launched in September 2020.



Kristen Marston (she/her)  is an entertainment consultant and consulting producer who develops
culturally informed narratives for companies like Netflix, HBO Max, MTV, Amazon, Disney, ABC,
NBC, Starz, Lionsgate and more. To date, she has advised over 100 major film and television
projects, including Grey’s Anatomy and the Emmy-winning series, When They See Us. Marston

works with development executives, writers’ rooms, researchers, advertisers and racial justice
advocates to create powerful media that’s reflective of the lives and issues of women, Black
people and communities of color. She currently serves as Chief Impact Officer at The League,
where her team weaves together advocacy and popular culture to create real lasting impact and
to move the conversations that matter most in the world.

She has contributed to think tanks and initiatives for organizations including CAA and TIME’S UP,
and her work has been featured in BBC, The New York Times, LA Times, Variety, Hollywood
Reporter, The Washington Post, The Guardian, CNBC, FastCompany, Mashable, Mic, The Los
Angeles Business Journal, Miss Magazine and more.



https://twitter.com/mutalenkonde
https://aiforthepeopleus.org/
https://aiforthepeopleus.org/



